The industry program
SPIE is an association that caters to the applied research and photonics industry. Accordingly, the list of industry events at Photonics West is long. Most well known is certainly the Prism Awards ceremony where the best new products from various fields of optics are recognized at a festive banquet. The event takes place on Wednesday 5th
February 2020 from 6:00 pm to 10:00 pm at the Marriott Marquis Hotel, Yerba Buena Ballroom (Lower Level).
Less well known but equally as interesting is the SPIE Startup Challenge. New photonics enterprises have the chance to pitch to two fields, healthcare and deep tech. As the organizers say: 'With over $85 000 in cash, prizes, and promotion at stake, this is an event not to be missed. ' The top two entrepreneurs from each semi-final track will have just 5 min each to pitch their businesses to a team of expert judges. The top pitch presenter will go home with $10 000 in cash from JENOPTIK and $5000 worth of equipment from Edmund Optics.
The event on Wednesday 5th February will conclude with a networking reception from 3:30 to 4:30 pm where you can meet the presenters and fellow attendees involved in photonics entrepreneurship. More information is available at the Startup Challenge website: spie.org/startup Of course, there is much more in the industry program, actually about 60 events in 3 days. This includes 13 sessions with industry talks on the expo industry stage, a 2-day job fair, and the Wednesday Industry workshops. All this, and of course, the exhibition itself, is accessible with the 'Exhibition Only' badge. The startup challenge as well as the conferences require a conference badge.
The Laser and Photonics Marketplace Seminar
The Marketplace Seminar is a separate event which offers photonics-industry executives, analysts, and investors strategic insights and guidance, with exclusive content and invaluable, high-level networking opportunities. Now in its 32nd year, the Laser Focus World-produced seminar will be augmenting SPIE's growing industry program. The day-long seminar, taking place on the Monday between the SPIE BiOS and SPIE Photonics West exhibitions, features content specifically designed for industry executives, covering the state of the global laser and photonics markets, trade challenges, investment flows, and emerging technology trends and opportunities.
The 
Beer, pretzels and more…
If you have enjoyed all the presentations and you had a day that gave you the feeling that the investment in exorbitant hotel prices in San Francisco was justified, then it is time for a drink and relaxed conversation with old friends and new contacts. And there is a good chance that you can have that for free, or at least it might be included in your ticket or your SPIE membership. A inaugural reception starts Sunday night at 5 pm with refreshments at the 'Optical Design Challenge Awards and Reception'. It is announced for 5:00 pm and there is a promising crowd of sponsors for the challenge: Google, Microsoft, Facebook, Huawei, and SPIE invite you to attend. The location is Room 12 (South Exhibit Level).
On the Monday night SPIE invites you to its Welcome reception. That is probably the biggest event, open for all conference attendees. It begins on Monday evening at 7:00 pm at the Marriott Marquis Hotel, Yerba Buena Ballroom (Lower B2 Level). SPIE promises 'delicious San Franciscoinspired cuisine' and 'outstanding and visionary accomplishments of the past that inspired the present day and future applications of optics and photonics'.
On the Tuesday night, there will be the exhibitor reception. So far, SPIE has no further details on their website, however it usually starts at 6 pm. But you may join booth parties before that time. The long time champion for booth parties at the LASER Munich, Toptica photonics, will start at 5 pm at their booth. This year's motto is 'All Wavelengths', this is a must-see event…
Wednesday is the day for celebrating: You may join the SPIE Startup Challenge Awards Reception at 5 pm in Room 21 (North exhibit level). The bigger party is certainly the Prism awards ceremony and the banquet at the Marriott Marquis Hotel at 6 pm. SPIE says, 'This gala has become the largest gathering of CEOs and VIPs in the photonics industry.' This is a small preview, there are many more receptions, short courses, presentations, plenaries, etc. After all, Photonics West is a great meeting of the global photonics community. Attending is a good way to learn about recent or coming trends. But first of all, it is about meeting people.
www.photonicswest.com

EOS News
Optics and photonics experts and students meet in Porto in September, 2020
The European Optical Society's Annual Meeting (EOSAM) will gather optics and photonics experts and students together in Porto, Portugal, 7-11 September 2020. A full week of novel research results presented from the widest range of optics and photonics fields, tutorials, special sessions, as well as industry-oriented programs and networking events will entice you together with the beautiful city of Porto.
This time all topics in the field of optics and photonics will be covered. Several topical meetings with specified topics, as well as a special topical meeting on Advances and Applications of Optics and Photonics will guarantee the inclusion of all fields. New topical meetings are added on top of the already established ones, and special sessions and events will be announced soon.
Topical meetings ( Submissions are welcomed for oral and poster presentations for all topical meetings (two pages in total). The submission will be opened on 3rd December 2019 and will last until 26th March, 2020. Companies are also warmly invited to send posters describing their key know-how. These industrial posters will be displayed in the topical meeting rooms, as well as added in a general poster session for all attendees to view. Price per poster is only €100 and only requires delivering the poster onsite.
In addition to the several topical meetings, a special session on European Union (EU) project dissemination is planned. Chaired by Giampiero Gerini, the session will give the opportunity to present ongoing or just finished projects, supported by the EU. One can present an overview of ones goals and ones major achievements. Submissions for this session are also welcomed starting 3rd December, 2019.
Tutorials on topical meeting topics, as well as an autumn physics school will be held on Monday 7th September, with free entrance for all EOSAM attendees.
Much more is planned and will soon be announced. 
